Connect Lesson February 18-19, 2022
Mayo Sowell
“Case Closed”
Message Recap
Hebrews 13:5-6 tells us that God will never leave us or forsake us. But Satan, the author of
every lie, tells us that we ARE separated from God. The most dangerous concept ever known to
humanity was the separation of God from mankind. While it is true sin broke the relationship
between God and man, God has never abandoned His creation. He has always been near and
is waiting with open arms for us to return to Him. Jesus came to restore that relationship and
tear the spiritual veil that sin put up.
What the lie of separation says to us
1. God is gone- I am not worthy of His presence; He left because of my sin
2. You’re Better Alone- I will be fine in isolation; others will judge/reject me
3. I Am Strong- I can do this on my own; I’ll show the world
How to Close the Case on Separation
1. Value Godly Connections -John 4 -The Samaritan Woman
2. Guard Personal Gratitude - Philippians 4:4-6 -If God is near, everything I need is
here
3. Maintain Your Aggressive Endurance - Our heart must have endurance. Paul gives
us the analogy of Soldiers and Runners.
Read and Discuss
Read Romans 13:5-6
1. What does this passage mean to you?
2. “If God is near, everything I need is here.” What does this mean in our everyday lives?
Read John 4:1-26
1. What can we learn about God’s heart from this encounter?
2. Are we ever really separated from God’s love?
Read Philippians 4:4-6
1. How can we protect our personal gratitude?
2. What can we do to build our faith in God’s goodness?

Scripture Reading
Romans 13:5-6
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God
has said,
“Never will I leave you;
never will I forsake you.”[a]
6 So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?”[b]
John 4:1-42
4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more
disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So
he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near
the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired
as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”
8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a])
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you
get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is
quite true.”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know;
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the
Spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”
The Disciples Rejoin Jesus
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no
one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29
“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They
came out of the town and made their way toward him.
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t
you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a
crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying
‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for.
Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
Many Samaritans Believe

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony,
“He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to
stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became
believers.
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
Philippians 4:4-6
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

